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Khalkha and Deungsre.
The five Mongol tribe
Qlot, Torgut ard Urd
£3,018 or slightly less than 1.69% of the

s The Mongels of Sinic‘ang are still nomeds, “heir custons
changed ln a thousand yesrs, Thaay meve constantly ia

2.

Hialorr ol ibe facs
and hapits heve not

opaee An Siokiaugs The Mongols of Sinkiang are also refezrad to, Dota in

Sinklang and in Englisbelangusge texts on thet provings, &s Mang, EKowarb=k'!o-tsu,
They are alac often referred to by their tribal aame.

s which are found in Sinkiang sre Che Ohabar, Khoshot,

anghel. Acoerding to w 1941 survey the Mozgels numbered

total, pepulation of Sinkiacg.

gearch of fresh paotures, their lives being goveraed by rainfall and the
change of sezson.

A vest swesp of nomsd devaatation, which wen them the throne of Ching and
carried their warfars as far west as the Danube, brought the Mengols' to

Sizkisng
by Jenghis

What s now both Chinsse and Russian Turkestan, orse was subjugeted
Kuan's Mengola iz ths thirteenth centwry. They came under the rule
and he and his susosssors remszined in

of Jegatai, second son of Jsnghis Khan,

powsr foo almost two centuries. But in
Chins was.averthrown by the House of Ming and goon aft

1368 the %uan (Mongol) Dynasty in
severds Sinkiang zlsc

seceded from Mengsl ruly. Thus, temporsrily, Mongel power sested 1o have

dealined snd ilffaremues betwsaa the pecples of Mingolia and those in aorthern

Sinkieng (Westarn lingels) Legan tc develop.

The subordicate lesguw of the Westerm Mongale was

(alao called the Girat Federsticn, the Hongelian

a tribs salled the Clots
~ritten form being Ughelet),
who in tha fourtssutl century migrated into Sinkiang from the Angara River.
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CONFIDENT 1AL

They soon came into military prominence in Sinkiang under a Khen by the nans

of Galdan. Galdan's nephew, Babdan, gave the name Jon Gar (Dzungurs, scmetimes
written Jungars, or Zungars and called Chun-ko-erh Pu by the Chinese), his
branch of the Olcts, to the kingdom when ’1e succeeded to the Mongol possosaions.
‘the name has since stuck in gengraphies as Dzungaria and it hes reference to
that part of Sinkjang which lies between the Tien Shan rengs and the Altai
Mountaing, ia.e., northern Sinkisng. These same Olots tock advantags of
political differences to the south of them and came to dominate southern
Sinkiang, Tsinghei and Tibet for e brief historical period until 1566, This
period lias even been viewed Ly one Chinese historian as a "Golden Age™ for the
Western Hegions. Yet the center of Ulot puwer, for the Clots and for ofher
Western Mongols, was Dzungaria ard the steppes, not the oases of southern
Sinkiang, where Uighur civilization appeers to have persistad.

In 1650 the Dzungars of the Olot Federation attempted to conguer the rest of
these who would not submit to them., A lerge number, including Torguts aad
Khoshots, fought their way westward through territory held by Turkic tribes
until they reached the lowsr Volgs, where they became known as Kalmuks,
probably derived from a Turkic word which mesns "remnaent®.

Eighty yeurs later the Manchus invaded Sinkieng and in 1756 defeated and
elmost annihilated the Dzungars, inviting those who had resi:ted the Dzungaras
to return. Some did, including the ancestora of most of the present Torguts
of Sinkiang, The Chahars wers, at that time, brought t~ Sinkiang from their
old pastures around Kelgan (Wanchuan), in whit is now Chahar Provinge ef
Inner Mongolis. As strangers whe weuld not ocombine essily with ths Western
Mongols, they were strateglcally plssed to commend the main rorte hetween
Urumohi (Tihwa) and Xuldjs (Ining). The Uriarnghai of Sinkiang ers.also not
Westarn longols. 4s their name indioltu, they ars related tc the tribes of
the territory formsrly called Urianghsi, later changed to Tanou Tuva and
svcatually snnaxed by the Soviet Union., They originally apake a Turkic
language, beooming Mongolized only as lats as the ninetsenth conturye 4Ll

" other Mongols in Sinkiang are Westcrn Mongels. They eve related; ¥y thelr
dlaleots and h.storical aasscoiation, to wWibes of the Mengollm People's
Repudlia, leinghal, the northern side of Tibetan platssus exd to the Kllmzkl-
of %the lowar Volga.

4 ruambey of lndisations point to the probability that the majority of Western
Magols are the desosndants of tribes whieh origiaally were lorsat tiibes and
latsr moved into sterpe country, whers they besmze pagtoral nimadss It has

baen demongtrated that the Mongols only ruled southery Jinklang and did aot
oooupy i1t &8 they did in norshern Sinkiang (Dswwowia). Life iu geuthern
Sinkiang has been that of the izolated, pet’y agriowliure or the cealss The
powsr of the :omadlc Mongols la thedr mobillty., The oontrast ln living conditions
of the Mongel nomad and the Wghurs of Slukiang i3 even today one of taw
mt.iaoab_f- diltecencns betwesen lile in norihern sad southern Sinkiang.

Until the Chineas P.ovoluuon of 1611, the Mongol Princes had virtual autonemy
in sdministering their tribal territories. 'ndar the Republlc, the Chinese
Autherities have upheld the power of the Princes over their subjects, bat at
the same time have steacily inareased Chinese control over tha Prinems themaslves.
The result cf this policy hus beex to meke all Mongols antifeudal as well 28
anti~Chinese. (hiness policy in Sinkiarg hes elso bsen to encourage friction
between the Mongols and the other paopies. Under the long regime of Goverzor
Yeng Taeng=hajn, the Kamakhe were provided with arms and were peraitte.. to
drive a uedgw of expamsion into the Altai region in order uo separate the
Hongols of Sinkiang from their imathren over the border in the Mongolian
People's Rspublic.' On the other hand, the Torguts of Qara Shahr gesgraphically
separate from other Mongols and close to a region of Kazakn strength, were
allowed to develop a well-equipped cavalry fcrce trained by White Bussian
Cossacks who had left Siberia attar the Soviet Rovolution.

Today the Mongols of Sinkiang are represented by the Chahar, Kheshat, Olot,

Targut and Wrianghei tribes. Of these the Torgut tribe is numerically tle
nost important.
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- ' 3¢ Reljzien: The Mongols are Lama Buddhistse Though their lile is not. much
hindered by religious customs, those ceremonies which are preseribed by the
Lamas,. thel: priests, are cbserved with svery reverence and there 4s’a very
genuins religicus fealling shown in their praysrse It is the ambition of every |
family to have a son in ths Lamalst priesthood, but much fermality and expense
are involved in the ritual. Celibacy is suppesedly required of the Lamas. In
acgordance with this tradition, entrance to the Lama monasteries is usually
forbldden to woms::, but on certain rare religious festivals each year women
are said to he admitted, | | 251
LOAL

On the death of his parents an cnly son, who has hbecome a Laae, is permitted

to lay aside his priestly renk, for it is considered that it is Important

that he should marry and continue his father's nane. But though the continuation
of & family 1s considered of great importance, the liongels never preserve a
faaily trees Though their memcries extend hack to the great-grendfather, there
is no term in thelr language for any uore remote ancestors than that, no ous
ever thinks of going back any further save in the cass of great leaderss

4e Phyalcal Charactaristicgt The facial characteristics of the lonzols are ,
aimilar to those of the Chinese, hut their cheek bones are slightly more emphasized !
and the slant of the eyes 13 more noticeable. They are, ln most cases, :much f
taller than the Chinese, calmer in speech and nanner and can be readily ldentified :
by their general impassive characteristics. The longol men are extremely {
pleturesque liorsemen and thelr women have s stlrring, "Wild West" attractlveness 1
about their appearance even when performln; houschold taska such as preparing ;
cheesa, chopping wood, or milking. i

5. QDraag: The olothing worn Ly llongol men is montly dark in qolor, They wear

long woalen gowns, ahort leather Jackets and broad ixrimned, cone=topped hats.
In winter the .en wear sheepakin robes; fur windehoods and aver-gized: knes
bootse It 1s an exsellent dress for oold woathsr on the pleinz and ia imitated
by many Chinese. Th2 enly “ouch of color in thelr everydu dresa is the rod
button on top of the weoolon capy but ornements of yold and silver are worn,

! mestly in the form ol earrings or braceieis, DPearls and soral are nuch prized
and gold ringa are vwern on tha fingers to indloate wealth, All in all, they
present a fascinating i uwroe ao they awu i or about L1i thelr lon; ;jowna.

fi

The Mongel women wear lonyg, vari-celor~d skirta made of eotton fabwic, _the
trains of which sweep the floor; brocaded bLlouses; wide sauser-shaped hatsg
and: thiek sturdy bocts that .re life~long Ltens of apparels Innumerable
neeklaces and braceiets of preclous stones and long falas ‘ralds ave alsw
paxrt of their sestume, 1hey meke their btrailds of horseheir, or, if they ean
afford it, even of huau hair,

6. Zomcentrations: The lengols of Sinkiang are badly :aplit up &nd unevonl,f
cistributed in widely seporsted secticns «f the proviunce. The largest
concentrations are in the i1i, Tarba_ atai and Altal Regionse Another 'L:ll‘éjﬁ
LTowp is found in the nighlands of the Qara 3Suahs fHegilon and a few glong ihe
northeastern section of the frontler hetween wmklanb and the hongolian Peeplels
lepublic., The area most clearly dominated by the liongols is In the eccdraac
northern rart of the Altal iegion, alony the wesiern end of the frontier wiil
the llon_olian Peoulets Repullic. Yet the iiongols in this region constitute
oniy a aunell fraction of the total ramber in the province, while the areas
in walch they are most heavily concentrated, such es the Tarbagatsi and I1i
regicns, are in turn jominated Ly Uighurs, or Eazakhs.

Tie Zeour an“ s frrgmentation of he liongols in Sinkiang is explained by their
u;ter/. They are d:.vuled into thrne wajor tribal groups. The first tribal
sroup is the Ycstern liongols, who include tha Qlots, Torguts and
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Khoshuts; ihe second 1s the Chahac Hongels; and the third the Urienghai. the
political units, however, do not correspond with these tribal divisions. The
Mongols of Sinkiang ‘ars ‘adninistratively crganized into three leagues and two
sgeciél groupss The' Unen Susuktu League 1s made up of ten banners of Torguta
who are widely distributsd and seéparated from each other by non-Mongol pecplss.
The most. important Torgut group is in the Tlem Shan above the oasie of Q&za _
Shahr, Others are.on the aortheérn skirts of the Tien Shan, in the vicinity

of Wusu, aand others on theé southern slopes of the Altal Mountains, The Bato
Setkiiliu Leugue 1s composed of three banners of Thoshots ca the Tuldus
Plateai, in the heart of the center of the Tien Shane The Clilng Setkhiltu
Leagus includes thres Banners of Khoshots and seven of Urianghai, all located
in the Tarbagatal and Altal Regicns with an especially large concentration in
the vicinity of Burchun (Puerhtsin). The two groups which are net included

in the aforementionsd léagues ére the Chahars, who live in ‘the Borotala Valley,
between Euldja arZ Chuguchak, and the Ulots, sometimes alsc known as Kelmuks,
who live in the Tekeés and Kash Riveras in the Ili Region. These complioations .
of tHe "league and banner! aysten illustrate how effective it was as a Manchu-
invented administretive device for weakening political unity among the Mongole
in Sirkfang, he o8 , pod ; 8 V8.5

Duallings: - The Mongals, like the Kirghis and Kemakhs, 1ive in folt yugts ell
the year arocund. Far o de:ta.il'ed descriptien of ® yurt‘ ‘ 25%1

hs one enters through the door of o Mongel yurt, which always faces the-sheliered
aide, direotly in front is "the High side", for hers tie earth is raised, To
the right is the aliar of Duddhs, placed in a 'recess, next to which ia the place
whers guests may be soated, Farther to the right are the animal's guarters
whare dattls and lanmbs are kepts Tc the laft is the bed of the muster of the
fanily, hidden from view by & uoreen, beyond this is the kitchen, ALL the
processes of life are thus gathared together in one dwelling, himans and

animuls mingling, ' Only in tha very wealthiest familles 1|‘tfm-c any aeparation
of oattle end men, If at an enoe~pment you find separate tents for cows and
sheup, for kitchen ahd for womenfollt, you kncw at onse that there la graat

proaperitye "

M&Jamm The diet of the nomadic longols coraiste of approximately 50#
milk, 304 meat and 204 cercals Their day starts with the ‘entire I

drinking tes, with salt and milk, and sating btread paatriss, which are made of
flour and sow milk, The noon msal, in most lastaxces is identioals The
svoniag mesl 15 caten around an open fire and ususliy lauludes exosllent noedis
coups Deef and matton, their fiverite mest, are added to the diet at such
reasone as they ars pleatiful, but the herds are very carefully Yusbanded and
ne snimel i3 killed ualess it osn be Feplaced. A plentiful s r of milk

iz of the uimeost {mportance and is werked up inte meny foras, very good and
exooptionally nutritious,. Théy wss milk to meke aream cakes, orean wafers
(thin shesto of bimgul*], butier, shesss and oresm wins (ealled kunis)s Jor
the Taetidious, however, rhese nily preducts would present & Luerific frial,

so £i1led are they with Lair snd sundey other debris.

doost The Mongols of Sinkleng are pastursl namsds, they raise satile,, -
sheep and harses far their livelihood and &b tiues becczs smasingly rich.
Dospite their ccmstant movamen. in seeking new pastures, the rhythi ol thelzr
lives is regular and though locel cherges may alter their migrations, woadly
speaking their mcca of life shows no change. In winter they establish their
ancampments in sheltered spots on the south side of a mountain go aa to escape
the cold weathar, They call their winter eacampments tung-wo (winter nests)a
In the summer when burning irinds scarch the plains, they dwell cu the high
plateaus in arder to get cool and take to what they call hsia-wo (summer
nesteg)e Their wintar and swmer encampmenta sre carefully chosen and these
conpideratiens dominate their lives. The average day for a Mongol family
aterta before dawn. After a light breskfast, the elder of the family allots
to sach mewber a task for that day. After the hoon meal and a short rest
work is resumed until twilight, ut whieh hour the cattla sre driven in from
the pasture for the women to milk them. The evening meal is eaten around &
fire, no candles are ever lighted, and as soocn &s the embera ceage to glow the

family retires for the aight.
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: The first duty of a Mongol woman er rising is te open the-windew
of the yurt; the next to pour water into the greut jar for heating, aiter-
which it is peured into the washing-pot. When this 4s ready the dwellers -
in the tents are roused and in turm : our the hot water over their -heads.
They use no basin, for they consider it sinful and dangerous to let-the
same water touch their Sody twice, in which they resembie Mohamnedans.

By the time that this ceremony of ablution is completed the wemen have

made tege A cup is first served to the Buddha, after which all partake
freely, It is considered very impertent to keep the hands clean, so they
are wiped on the clothas. The dirtier their greasy robes became the: prouder
they are, for the steins on thelr chests derote prosperity, that-is; wuch
ea.ting . o

The Mongols are & healthy people on the whole, but smalipox is frequent
among them. A child who has survived this illnees is called a "ripe man”,

. one who has not yet had it is called "raw". Only a "ripe man® cex be

recommended for merriage, which gives some idea of the sxtsut to which

smallpox is common, Their understanding of medicine is slight and it is to
their priest tnat they turn in case of illness., I a-reading from the

Buddhist seriptures does not improve the patient's condition certain druge
gre administered and if these feil thes ear of the sick man is plerced by a
gold wire on which is hung a piece of coral., They have great faith in this
treatment and it is a&.saying asmong them that the child with a-coral earring
is much hlessed. ‘ oo : e ’

Hompitality is princely on the great plains, No sconer is the seund of-
hoof=beuts heard than the head of the Mongol family hurries from the tent
to greet the travellsr. He takes the rein-cf the horse, whiie the ether

members of the househcld line up in sign of welooms, the women to the -east,

the men to the wast. The wcreen decr ic ralsed and the guesd la invited
to' enter and sit boside the altar. Tes with nilk and sal? e taen clMared
to the visitor, fsllowed by sour=milk oskess If tas gueat is o spend the
night, orders are given that & sheep be trought to the tent fov slaughtsr,
It is alwayc shown to the guest before being killed, as proof thaut gaed
mest i3 to be given to him and that the animal is ysunge ZXumie is drunk
ot the =eel aud any stranger can be sure cf unfalling ocurtosy even though
the visit may last several dayse In fact,-if tha wscthar is bau the
teaveller is pressed %0 otws, Jor 111 fertuns must fall upen auy men wko
allown s guest to depart in & atorm. A acble guest in received Wwith every
honer and all the nuighbors are invited to grest him and to shars in the
eating of meat, But if the travaller is a:roung man it is he who must show
Taspect to hia hoet axd thim ho does by making & circult of the tent. before
entering and lays -aside his wihip before he passes the decr. If he iss
velative, scne smell gift is expevted of him. 1 soneinelaw usually brings
& cocked sheep's head when je pays a oall, ZIefors the senpany "stt dwn-lo
eat, the head and-tail o the sheep are presented to the Buddha. This
ceremony s nevar omitted, for to do so would bs to court disaster.
In the sp-ing of every year greah feativals are held, the commnity: ¢
assembling round the Opul, a conlcal mound-of astones sheped like & pagols,

. thres or four feet high. When the ceremonies are concluded the young men

compete in harse races, for which blg prizes are awarded. At other seasons
the Buddha is carried in procession among the tents, and all kneasl %o
present the gifts. Oz these days nc food must be taken, and only tea :
passes the lips of young and old. Nor must any animal be killed, &
prohibition which extends tc the least insect or werm. The fury of heaven
will be visited upon eny who breeke this law.

Marriagze: longel marriages are arranged by "brokers™, who suggest likely
matches to both parties and arrange the firancial aspects of the affair,
As scon as the contract is made the femily of the bridegroom present Hata,
amutton, and kumis, a cream wine; &s'a betrothal gift, Hata is either a

com‘mmmq
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Genersl: The first duty of a Mongol woman en rising is to open the-window
of the yurt; the next to pour water inte the great jar for heating, ‘after
which it is poured into “he washing-pot. When this is ready the dwellers  *
in the tents ara roused and im turn pour the hot water over their -heads.
They use no basin, for they consider it sinful and dangerous to lei:the
same water touch their bedy twice, irn which they resemble Mohewmmedens.

by the time that this ceremony of ablution is completed the wamen have
made: tea. A cup is first served to the Buddha, after which all partake
freely. I% is considered very important to keep the hands clean, so they
sre wiped on the clothes. The dirtier thelr greasy rates beccme -the- prouder
they are, for the stains cn their chests denote proasperity, thkat: is, much

sating. : X .

The Mongols are & healthy people on the whele, bat smallpox is {requent
among thems A child who has survived tkis illness is celled a "ripe man',
one who has not yet had it is celled "raw"s Only a "ripe msn® can be
recomaended for marriage, which gives some idea of the extent to which
smallpox is common. Their underatanding of medicine is slight and it 1s to
their priest that they turn in cage of illness. If a-reading from the
Buddhist scriptures does not improve the patlent's condition certain druge
are administsred and 1f these fail the ear of the sick man is pierced by a
gold wire on waich i hurg 2 plene of eoral. They have wreet faith in thia
treatment and it is a.saying among them that the child with a-océrel earring
is much blesseds : o : I ’

Hospitality is princsly on the great plains, No aooner is the seund of
hoof-beats heird than tha heed of the Mongol family hurzias from the tent
to greet the traveller. He takes *he rein.or the horse, whils the other
.members of the housshold line up in sign of welocme, the women to the -east,
the men *o the west.s The scresn door is ralsed and the guest ias invited
to' enta and sit beside the altsr. Tea with milk and sali is then offered
to the wisiter, follewed by sour-milk cawsrs .f the gueat is tc epend the
night, orders are given that ® cheep be trought to the tent for slaughtars
It is alvoys shown to the guest bafore being killed, as procf that good
mest is to pe given te him and that the animal 1» younz, Rumis is drunk
st the meal and any stranger can be swrs of unfailing ccurtesy even though
the visit may last asveral dayse In fact,-if the weather is deu: tae
traveller in preased to atay, for 111 fortune zust fall upen any-man vho " -
sllows & guest te depart in & ptorm. A noble guest is regeived Wwith every
horer and &ll ths neightiers are invited to grest him snd to share in the
eating of meat. But if the traveller is a-young ran it is he who must show
reapect to hia hoat and this he doss by making a ciroult of the tent befare
entering and lays -eaide his whip be”cre he passes the door. If he iy s
relative, seme small gift 1s expeotcd of hime & sonein-law usuelly* trings
& cookad aheep’s head when he peys & call, Dafore the company sit down -to
eat, the head and -taild ths almep are pressnted tc the Budcha, This
cersmony is never omitted, for to do so would be td court disaster.

. . . . T —r s
In the spring of every year great festivalz are held, the community
asyembling round the Opul, a conical mound-of zton2s ghaped like @ pagoda,

..three or four feet high. When the ceremonies are concluded the young men

compete in horse races, for which biy prizez are avarded. At other seasons
the Budéhe is carried in procession among the tents, and all kneel to
presynt the gifts. Ca these days no fecod must be taken, und only tea *
passes tho lips of young and old. Nor must any animel be killed, a
nrohibition which extends te the lesst insect or werm, The fury of heaven
will be visited upon any whc breaks this law.

Marriage: iongel marriages are arranged by "brokers”, who suggest likely
matches to both parties and arrange the financial aspects of the affalr,
As scon as the contract 1s made the family of the bridegroom present Hats,
autton, aad kumis, a creem wine; as'a betrothal gift. Hata is 2ither &
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' pieee of cloth'or of silk, aceording tu the wealth ‘of the parties. A plece
of silk embossed with an image of Euddha is considered the most noble of

. offerings. - Next, the. "broker" takes the bridegroem to the heuse of hils bride
erd a pecond-piese of Hate is presented, a plsce of gun being. placed within
the roll. .This signifies that the marriage will be as binding as though
stuck with gume Further gifts are then made %o the bride's family, but ,
these are distribuied by.thum among their relatives and friends te indiecate
that their -daughter's betrethal has been satisfectorily sccomplisheds ,

On the wedding day the bride wears a red cap and a red gown, her face bsing
hidden by a veil .of thin cloth., The Lamas bless the happy couplc, who kneel
in token of respect %o the elders of her family. New she is aet upen & herae
and led to her husband's tents, musicians walking befdre her and all.tha
onleokers giving cries of joy. At the gatewey Lo the tridegroom's pasture
a pussage from the Puddhist scriptures is read by a Lama and the couple
kneel once more, making obeisance to earth and to leavem, and then to the
altar of Buddha within the dwelling, When the bride and bridegroom are
seated upon the bed a sister-in-law of the houge unbinds their hair and
plaits the strends together, which signifies the closeness of the union.
After doing reverence to the Duddhe the bride must kneel te the kitchen

god, and she is then 4aken by her slster-in-law to change into the dreas

of a married woman., Her hair is btraided in two plaits which hang down

upon her hreasts. Once more she must salute the kitohen ged and then she

18 led btack.te her chamber, where from behind a screen she accupts the gifts
of the wedding guests, usually pisces of red oloth and swestmeats oxr seme
other .dsiisaer. . The whole company now gather for the feast, consuming much
kania and tea. Those who are eloquent, speuk words st blessing and then
the guests sing and dance, Teor three days after the wedding all the duties
of the tride are performed by her sister-inslaw, but &fter this perlod she
becomes & member Af the household and entsrs upon her dally tasks.

Monogany is etriolly observed ameng the longels, and na man is allowed to
take & second wife while tho first i ctill in his houses It is scnsidertd t
disgrageful for & man not to e married and if he wid his intended bride
! ere toz poor to wed, the sldars of the scmaunity give what essistanoe in |
needed to meke the wadding possidle,

oo Jupial Ritemt Dsath is followed by fire duriale When a rich wan dles his
bedy is washed and wrapped in white olothes. Thon it is barne to seme high i
plase aud-there, in the presence of a Lass, is committed to the flameey WRile
it burns the priest proncunces & blessing, and the faxily orowd reuad to
observe hev somplete is the burning, If all the benes are burned awey this
is scoepted as a aign that the dead man was not guilty of sny sesred offensa
and tha® his body has bsen received inte heaven. The bone ash .ls mingled,
with incence und clean sarth and from this is made a figure of the dead
man, whioh im buried at & spot chesen by the Lama, A pagoda Ls alvays
tuilt over the zraves ) .

When a poor man diss these rites ars not possible. The corpse 1y set upon

the back of a horse and  scmpeny of Sriends and relatives ride witi it far

into, the deserts It is now lald upon & keap of stones and a smell fire is

kindled heside it, sfter which all ride rapldly away, never casting e .

glance bshind theme After thres days the plac» is again visited and- if

the body has. been campletely deveured by wild beas:is the friends of the
dead man rejoloe, knowing him to have been pure of heart. If the cerpss
is found still unconsumed taere is great distress and the Lamas are

called upon to make intercesalon far one so stained by sin that even the

wild beasts reject his flesh.- The priests call upon the beashs ana birda

of the desert to da their werk gquiekly, cryinguout that tie dead man is

less sinful than they think him, Eventualiyy.dhe flesh is consumed and 3

. al1 are at peace. This ceremony is knewn as'#heaven-burial®,. far the birds ]
_ i _ K i
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are considered to be the servants of heavens The tent of the deat man is
always considered unlucky by those who knew him. They move elsevhefe and
none would willingly return to the place. In return for their services
the :ed by the goods of ‘the dead man being shared among
them.

]
25X1

A gon mourns one hundred days - for nis parenis ‘end a wife the same length

of timsé far her husband, For others the period 18 ‘forty-nine dayd, during
which there must be nc feasting, no wearing of bright colors, and no
dressing of the hair. Om the anniversary of a parentls death ‘the scn burns
an oil-lamp in front of the Buddha, incense is urned and friends’ ave invited
to pertake of wine, If there is a pagods the sons and grandsons invite Lamas
to perforn their ceremonies there but if there has been "heaven-burial” the
service is held in the son's tent and while ths scripture is reed he ories
towards the skye There is no compulsion for a widow to rerarry, but she
often does s0. ' Inheritance is simple and if there is no son a Hepliew or any
male of neer kinship is' adopted by the family, but no one of another blood
is ever accepteds B ‘

11, Ggod Qualities: The Mongols of Sinklang are not only a very hospitable people,
but are also carefree and if opportunity presents 1tself, scholarly. It is
not unusuel for prospercus Mongol femilias, in Sinkiang, to send their children
to the coast of China, or even to Eurcpe, for an education. J4°Mongol princeas
of Tihwa, for example, has studied Engliph in-Peiping, Freach and medicine at
Brussels and in'additlion ‘apeeks Russign as well s her native tongue.

: dhe, and other Mongol intelligentsia, are alert and modest encughto admit that
' out of the oraativeness of the Oscident new light 18 being shed on how man might
best live. But they also foel that from their histery) cuatoms end pecple, the
Oooldent too has a great desl to learn. _' e

12, 25X1

i3, Sumuazyt In their ecenomic life the Mongols of Sinkiang closeiy resuisble the

Kasakhs of Sinkiangs In their sosial ‘organisetlon, the hereditery Prindes’ of

the Mongels enjey 3 much stronga and mach mara institttionalised feudal gwc
than the sultans of the Xasakl trives. (me resu'*-

jongols are mich poorar than peer Kagakhs. 5% ]

25%1

Az +o thelr futures, wlhile thsy are not unintelligent and show excellent sense’
in the manggemant of theéir cwn affairs; they have no usw for any progresds
Their simple customs having remained unalteted for many hundred yearss ~They
are not hostile to progress, br* ere compietely unmoved by ite They preferred
to &d. rather then tec'Bubmit to the first reforms which the Sovieis sought to
thrust upon thex. Pesturs 1s thus far plentiful and the nomad, if left «lone, 4
may play a useful pary in the econumyr of Céntral Asia, for he haa kmowledge
atd skill which the sclentific agriculturist does not nosserse  °~

L.

- end - :
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